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I would like to wish our students, staff, parents and community members a happy 2011.  I am looking forward to a positive and productive upcoming year for our students and staff.

Our first semester is quickly coming to a close, which means that our grade 10, 11 & 12 students will be writing exams the last week in January.  Our grade 11 & 12’s will be writing Physics 20, Chemistry 20, Math 30B, Math 20, Life Transitions 30, Visual Arts 20 and English 30A.  In addition to this the grade 10’s will be writing a final in English and Math.


Students will start exams on Monday, January 24 and finish on Thursday, January 27.  There will be no school on Friday, January 28 because of staff in-services.  The second semester will begin on Monday, January 31 with new classes in English 10B and 30B, Chemistry 30, Physics 30, Visual Arts 30, Law 30, Math 30A, Math 30C and Foundations of Math and Pre-Calculus 10.

Finally, I want to encourage community members and parents to come cheer our basketball teams on to victory.  Mrs. Wells coaches the Senior girls, Miss Dyck and Cindy Charles coach Junior girls, I coach the Junior boys and Mr. Pacholko and I coach the Senior boys.




I would like to thank the Innovation Credit Union, Glaslyn Branch for their donation of $2700 which will be used to purchase an interactive smart board and projector. A very special thank you to Charlotte Washbrook in securing this donation.  The school appreciates the devotion of Innovation Credit Union in supporting rural education.


Our Character Trait for January & February is Assertiveness.
What is Assertiveness?

Being assertive means being positive and confident.  It begins by being aware that you are a worthy person with your own special gifts.  When you are 

assertive you think for yourself and ask for what you need.  You have the self-confidence to tell the truth about what is just.

Why Practice It?

Without assertiveness, we would be passive, allowing others to bully us or lead us into trouble.  We would have a hard time saying no.  We would be afraid to tell if someone is hurting us.  Without assertiveness, we might be too aggressive, bullying, fighting or trying to control others.  When we are assertive, others respect us and we respect others.  We stand up for what is right.
How Do You Practice It?

When you are assertive, you are your own leader.  You stand up and speak out.  You don’t accept unfair or hurtful treatment.  You set boundaries about what you will and will not do, and get help when you need it.  You share your true feelings—tactfully.  You express your one-of-a-kind ideas, opinions and talents.  You make a difference in the world in your own special way.
   

We would love for parents and community members to come in and volunteer in the school. We could use help for crafts and listening to students read. Also, it would be wonderful for students to see parents and community members in the school supporting our literacy initiatives or playing math games with us. One of the requirements from the NorthWest School Division is that volunteers have a criminal record check done. Obviously child safety is important. I spoke with the RCMP detachment and they told me that on Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 10:30-12:00 is a good time to go in and get your criminal record check done. I am under the impression that it will be done free of charge. When you get your criminal record check done, bring it to Mrs. Dorval. Thanks in advance for making this a priority for our students. 
              ~~~Mrs. Dorval and the Elementary staff


Winter is here in full force, so we are asking that students please dress for the weather.  The school asks parents to make sure their children are wearing appropriate clothes on the bus and when walking to school as well.


The SRC will be running our annual magazine sales campaign in the middle of February.  More information will follow in our next newsletter.  In addition to this our school will be holding a 30 hour famine fundraiser to combat world hunger.  Pledge forms will be distributed in late March.



The staff and students would like to thank all the parents and community members who attended our annual Christmas concert on Thursday, December 16.  There was well over 250 people who attended.  A special thank you to Leigh Stuart for making the concert so memorable for our young students. 



Monday, Jan 24
9:00-11:30
EngA30






Departmental

Tuesday, Jan 25
1:00-3:30
MathB30/Math20






Departmental

Wednesday, Jan 26
9:00-11:30
Chem 20






Life Transition 30






Math 10

Thursday, Jan 27 
9:00-11:30
Physics 20






Visual Arts 20






EngA10



   The Senior Boys Basketball Team is off to a very good start.  They have defeated Thunderchild and Paradise Hill and have a full slate of games for the 
next month.  Our players include Brody Pylypow, Nathan Painter, Luke Camplin, T.J. Thomas, Austin Pritchett, So Horiguchi, Zach Hazzard, Kolt Kirkland, 
Aaron Allen, Gary Burgess and Jordan Dmytryshyn

   We have a  Junior Boys Basketball Team but no official league so the team has to arrange separate games.  Our first game is against Meadow Lake on January 18 in Meadow Lake.  Our team members are Dylan Locke, Brett Pylypow, Logan Washbrook, Kody Rose, James Graham, Dylan Kryzanowski and Bayley Kryzanowski

Orchestrating Success in Reading (OSR)
Dear Parents and Guardians:


The staff at Glaslyn Central School is committed to providing an academic program that enables all students to achieve.  A crucial part of your child’s academic success lies in becoming a good reader.  Research in the field of teaching reading shows that the most effective way to help students improve reading is through identification and explicit instruction of the specific skills needed.  These skills build one upon the next – without phonics and phonemic awareness it is difficult to succeed at higher levels.


Starting January 17th, 2011 we have decided to re-organize 20 minutes (everyday) of instruction time so that we can better meet students’ reading needs.  We feel that by doing this all students will make more progress in reading.  Instruction will start at 10:40am every morning!  


Every student from grades 1 – grade 5 will be placed in a group based on their needs identified by classroom teachers, and any previous testing.  Each group will have an instructor who will teach specific strategies for students to use while reading at their level.  Continual assessment is the key to our success.  As soon as a student has mastered one skill, they will move on to the next.  Those students who already demonstrate excellent reading skills will be challenged to read and understand more complicated books.  (This is something we have wanted for a very long time.)


This program is being used very successfully in many schools in our division.  We’ve used this system for five years now, with a period for evaluating its success, and we have been very pleased with the results.  The students were willing to learn in their multi-grade groups and once skills were mastered they moved to a new group with new challenges and skills to acquire.  We need your support to make this program work and to develop your child’s reading skills.  More information can be given to you from your child’s classroom teacher or Mrs. Dorval.  We will be happy to describe how the program works, address any concerns you may have and answer any of your questions.  We look forward to another successful year of OSR.  

Sincerely,

The Elementary staff 

January 2011
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